MINUTES

LOUISIANA SOYBEAN AND GRAIN RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION BOARD

November 21, 2025
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Charles Cannatella, Scott Wiggers, Kellon Lee, Joey Olivier, Will Miller, Burch Pierce, Garrett Marsh, Joey Boudreaux, Kody Beavers

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Garrett Marsh, Luke Sayes

OTHERS PRESENT:
Andy Brown, Dr. Mike Salassi, Gene Cavalier, Kyle Coats, Jeff Fabre
Chairman Cannatella called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  The Board conducted the business meeting after all research project reports were presented. Research reviews were conducted on November 19 & 20 on LSU’s Campus.
 The Board next considered the minutes of the previous meeting and tentative agenda. Cannatella called for public comment, but none was heard.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Boudreaux seconded by Beavers and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and the agenda as presented.
LDAF staff Gene Cavalier and Jeff Fabre were present and shared updates from the department including audit work done with first purchasers and other relevant oversight of the LA Commodities Commission. Fabre presented the annual audit report, with 4 of 13 first purchasers audited. Cavalier shared grading training figures, with 26 employees trained. Cannatella asked for a report on Hansen Mueller. Cavalier explained LDAF was notified of prompt pay issues on Oct. 23. LDAF immediately began investigating, which led to a Commodity Commission hearing on Nov 20. Where the LCC revoked their license and initiated the Cotton and Grain Indemnity Fund. 21 entities were owed at that time. LDAF hopes to pursue retribution through Chapter 11 court, but will use indemnity fund to pay for bushels sold in LA. Fund was at $8.5 Million, with an assessment recharge rate of $.004. Commissioner Strain is considering asking legislator to raise the limit and assessment rate in 2026 legislation.

ACTION NO. 2

A motion was made by Olivier, seconded by Boudreaux and carried to receive and file the FY25 first purchaser audit report as presented.

Brown then reviewed the findings of the FY25 LA Legislative Audit. No deficiencies were reported. 

ACTION NO. 3

A motion was made by Pierce, seconded by Olivier and carried to receive and file the FY25 legislative audit report as presented.

Dr. Salassi and Tracy Evans with LSU Foundation then presented the FY25 Foundation Report. The board then discussed the status of Professorship #2. Board of regents match had been awarded, prohibiting the professorship from being divided into multiple lesser professorships. Candidates were discussed, and Salassi agreed to put out a call for applications to applicable faculty in the coming months. Salassi committed to visiting with the board about those applications in the near future.
Nation Corn Growers Association then presented virtually on their request for Mycotoxin Center of Excellence funding. Sarah McKay walked the board through NCGA work overall in 2025 and then MCOE. McKay explained changes that had occurred in recent years to add additional member states at varying funding levels. Federal funds had also increased overall availability of funds, to which NCGA was using a network of contributors to screen projects for selection. At previous funding levels, LSGRPB had two votes on MCOE. The board discussed mycotoxin occurrence in LA, to which little had been seen in recent years. Mckay adjourned.

ACTION No. 3

Kellon Lee made the motion, seconded by Beavers and carried to fund NCGA at the base funding plus one voting seat worth on MCOE/Action Team requested by NCGA totaling $39,500.
Andy Brown then presented the various financial reports to the Board.  FY25 Collections Report, the LDAF year to date collections report, the current cash position of the Board and the preliminary assessment income projections for the 2025/2026 crop were each presented and discussed (attached).  

ACTION NO. 4

A motion was made by Lee, seconded by Pierce and carried to receive and file the financial reports as presented.


Cannatella then opened a discussion on the draft budget beginning with the organizational and promotional requests.
Brown and Lee then discussed the Mid South Soybean Board request and the challenges with scheduling. Lee shared is numerous attempts to redirect the scheduling of the proposal meeting away from harvest, which was shared by other states but ultimately not performed. Lee shared his frustration with not knowing about the requested projects due to missing the proposal meeting 2 years in a row. The board discussed the projects as read.


ACTION NO. 5

A motion was made by Wiggers, seconded by Olivier and carried to only fund  5 MSSB projects up for renewal and notify the MSSB in writing of their decision to no longer fund additional projects beyond these 5 until proper scheduling good be carried out. MSSB FY26 funding was approved at $59,900.25 from LA.

The board continued other budget items including additional organizational requests and research project requests, going project by project with discussion.

Action No. 6  

Lee made the motion, seconded by Beavers and carried to give the chairman authority to execute the following contracts for 2026: USGC $25,809, MSSB $59,900.25, LA Radio Network at $19,392 ($13,392 soy, $6,000 corn), NCGA/AMCOE $39,500, Clean Fuels $10,000, Tri-State Forum Sponsorship $1,250, LA FFA $2,500, Brown $10,000, and Zaunbrecher $500 for 2025 and $1,500 for 2026.
Board members shared their various desires on maintaining faculty, involvement in the selection process, recruiting talent to LSU for applied research, and the value of the work of a strong professorship candidate to the grower. Different funding options were discussed, and Brown ran onsite analysis of what that would do to reserve funds and other financial resources. 


ACTION NO. 7

Olivier moved, seconded by Wiggers and carried to fund LSU AgCenter Projects at $1,319,677 ($916,990 from soy, $392,462 from grains, $10,225 from sorghum). Additionally, the motion included funding Chicot Insights request at $75,786.80.
Brown then reviewed the board appointments, noting a change is needed to the statute to officially move LA Soybean Association seats to the LA Cotton and Grain Association, which was determined by the Office of Boards and Commissions. Farm Bureau and LCGA will work with Commissioner Strain on this in 2026.

The ethics training and disclosure report requirements were then reviewed.  The ethics training for each year can be done at any time during the year online, but must be completed by December 31, 2025.  Board members were encouraged to save a hard copy or an electronic copy of the training certificates, or email to Andy Brown to be filed with LSGRPB documents.
Chairman Cannatella called for any other business and public comment. There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 
_________________________________

Charles Cannatella,   Chairman

